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Please Note:
This template is intended for educational purposes only, without any express or implied warranty of any kind, including warranties of accuracy, completeness, or fitness for any particular purpose.  You agree that your use of the template is without any recourse whatsoever to PG&E, SCE, SDG&E, or their affiliates. The template is a draft, and anyone using this document should seek the advice of an attorney to develop appropriate ordinance language to meet its jurisdiction’s specific needs, as state and local laws may differ.

Please contact the Codes and Standards Reach Codes Team at info@LocalEnergyCodes.com for additional information.





This program is funded by California utility customers and administered by Pacific Gas and Electric Company, San Diego Gas & Electric Company (SDG&E®), and Southern California Edison Company under the auspices of the California Public Utilities Commission and in support of the California Energy Commission.






Version 1.0, 7/22/2022
This document is intended as a compliance tool for typical local renovation reach codes.  It should be modified to ensure the language is consistent with local requirements (especially blue italicized text)

Frequently Asked Questions - DRAFT

[bookmark: _Hlk497742754]This document provides answers to common questions about the [jurisdiction]’s energy requirements for renovations to single family homes. For specific information on the requirements, please see the Application Checklist or the ordinance. [insert hyperlink]


Q. What types of projects are subject to these requirements?

A. Single Family buildings [add short description] built before 2011 that undergo a “Covered Project” are subject to these requirements.  A Covered Project is [insert definition].  All-Electric homes that do not use electric resistance for space and water heating are exempt from these requirements.


Q. What are the requirements?

A. Compliance requires that certain clean energy measures are installed in the home.  Applicants may choose which measures they wish to install based on a menu of options.  The menu assigns points that correspond to energy savings for each measure.  The total number of measure points must meet or exceed the Target Score for the building.  The menu, points and target score vary by the age of the building.  In addition, some basic measures are designated as mandatory and must be installed.  Note, preexisting measures that meet the measure specifications qualify.  See the Application Checklist [add hyperlink] for details on the Target Score, Measure Menu, mandatory measures and measure specifications.


Q. What if the project is only in one unit of a duplex?

A. The requirements only apply to the unit that is the subject of a Covered Project, as defined above.


Q. How are these requirements different from the State energy requirements?

A. These requirements assume projects comply with the state energy code prior to installing the measures required by the ordinance. The requirements are generally consistent with the requirements of the State energy code that apply to newly constructed buildings and very substantial remodels.  



 
Q. Why do some measures have no points for newer vintages? 

A. Certain measures (e.g., windows, wall insulation) were required at the time of construction in newer vintages and are therefore not eligible for measure points. 
 
Q. What if compliance is very difficult because only a few measures are applicable or technically feasible for my home? 

A. You may petition the Building Administrator to adjust the Target Score if the measures that were used to set the Target Score are infeasible.  (Measures that were used to set the Target Score are those that have generally been found to be cost effective.) For example, if you do not have a ducted heating system then you may be eligible for a credit for duct sealing (a cost-effective measure).  To apply for an adjustment to the target score or request another exception, complete the Exception Application [insert hyperlink].


Q. How do I determine the vintage of my home?

A. The County Tax Assessor [insert hyperlink] generally has information on the date homes were originally constructed.




For more information, please visit [jurisdiction website or other resource]
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